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Amended. Deleted^ and New Qaims 

1. (Currently Amended) In Ibe method for fomung lignocellulosic thermoplastic 
composite products such as to increase their resistance to surface visual impaiimejit 
caused by mold attack, the improvement which comprises incorporating an amount of 
a boron-containing fungicide in the range of from about 2 to 12 percent 

by weight of said co mposite product prior to forming said composite product. 

2. Deleted 

9. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 8 m which said calcium borate 
is selected from the group consisting of aeW^^ gow e rito , hydroboracito, ulexite^ 
and colemanite. 

1 0, (Currently Amended) The method according to clai m 6 in which ooid calcium bomt e 
is g synthetic boroto, 1 in which said boron-containing fungicide is boric acid. 

15. .(Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 in which said 
IxgnoooUuIosie thOTnoiglagtic material is weed poiwinvl chloride. 

16- (New) In the method for forming composite products consisting of a thermoplastic 
material, a lignocellulosic material, and at least one of the group consisting of a 
lubricant a cross^linking agent a UV stabiliz er, a blowing agent, an inhi bitor, and a 
coupling agent such as to increase their resistance to surface visual impairment 
caused by mold attack, the improvement whicl y consists of incorp omtfn p an amount 
of a bor<m- containing fungicide selected from the group of zinc borate, synthetic 
calcium borate, colemanite, ulex ite. boric acid> or mbctures thereof in the ranee of 
fipm about 2 to 12 percent by weight of said composite product p rior to forminp said 
composite product. 
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Appendix A 
Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) In the method for forming lignocellulosic themioplastic 
composite products such as to increase their resistance to sur&ce visual impairment 
caused by mold attack, the improvement which comprises incorporating an amount of 
a boron-containing fungicide in the range of from about 2 to 12 pereent 

by weight of said co mposite product prior to forming said composite product. 

2. (Canceled) 

3 . (Original) The method according to claim i in vrfiich said amount of boron-containing 
fungicide is in the range of fix>m about 3 to about 5 percent by weight of said 
composite. 

4. (Ori^al) The method according to claim 1 in which said lignocellulosic material is 
selected from the group consisting of wood, ground rice hulls, kenaf, jute, and 
coconut shells. 

5. (Original) The method according to claim 1 m which said thermoplastic material is 
selected from the group consisting of polyethylene, high-density polyethylene, 

polystyrene, and polyvinyl chloride. 

6. (Origmal) The method according to claim 1 in which said boion-containing fongicide 
is calcium borate. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Original)The method according to claim 6 in which said calcium borate is a naturally 
occurring borate, 

9. (Currently Amended) The method accordbg to claim 8 in which said calcium borate 

17 
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is selected fiom the group consisting of noblerte , gow e rito, h ydroborooite ^ ulexite and 
colemanite. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method according to daip g 6 in which o oid oaloiimi borate 
ig g synthetic borato, 1 in which said boron-containing fungicide is boric acid. 

1 1. (Previously Amended) Hie method according to claim 1 in which said boron- 
containing fungicide is selected firom a group consisting of zinc borate^ calcium 
borate, boric acid, or mixtures thereof, 

12. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 8 in which said calcium 
borate is colemanite. 

13. (Canceled) 

14. (Previously Amended) The method according to claim 1 in which said boron-containing 
fungicide is zinc borate. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method according to claim 1 in which said 
lignooollulosic thermoplastic material is weed polyvinyl chloride, 

16. flSfew^ In the metho d for forming composite products consisting of a thermoplastic 
material, a lignocellulos ic materiaL and at least one of the group cnnsifitinp nf a 
lubricant- a cr^ss-lttilHng agent, a UV stabilizer, a blowing a^ent^ an inhi bitor, and a 
coupling agent s uch as to increase their resistance to surface visual impairment 
caused bv mol d attack, the improvement which- consists of incorporating an amount 
of a boron- cnntaiTu pg fundcide selected from the group of zinc borate, synthetic 
calcium borate, colemanite, ulexitc> boric acid or mixtures thereof in the range of 
from about 2 to 12 percent bv w eight of said composite product prior to forminp ; said 
composite product 
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